
dh

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2020

A

section

d a i l y h e r a l d . c om

7

HomesFridayA product of
NICHE

PUBLICATIONS

EMPLOYEE-OWNED

After visiting The Reserve
in St. Charles, the decision to
move from the city out to the
West suburbs was a quick one
for Robert and Pana Berto-
lini. Almost immediately, they
chose to have Meritus Homes
build them a Dunberry at the
new-home community.
“I never expectedmywife to

be so quick to say let’s do it,”
said Robert Bertolini. “But we
were so in lovewith the neigh-
borhood, we signed right
away.”
The Reserve in St. Charles

was a stark contrast from the
Bertolinis’ previous neigh-
borhood in Chicago. It offers
small-town charm and a rural
ambience. Growing up in
West suburban Carol Stream,
Robert was already familiar
with the St. Charles area.Then
when looking for a new home,
he and his wife instantly fell
for the wide-open spaces and
relaxing vibe ofThe Reserve in
St. Charles.
“Everyonewas so nice, from

the homeowners we met to
the entire Meritus Homes

staff,” Robert said. “We knew
this would be a great place to
raise our family.”
A bonus — the commu-

nity falls within the boundar-
ies of highly rated St. Charles
Unit School District 303. But
unlike other more secluded
areas of the Fox Valley, The
Reserve in St. Charles is close
to the city’s quaint downtown
and the Randall Road corridor
so everyday conveniences are
nearby. It’s only a fewminutes
drive to find a family dinner
spot or spend a couple’s eve-
ning out.
Right within their own

neighborhood, the Bertolinis
can enjoy natural and rec-
reational amenities such as
ponds, bike trails and a park.
They can walk with their chil-
dren to the park to play out-
doors, and the big yards pro-
vide a great place for the
children to run around.
“There’s even a hill behind

our house andwe can take the

kids sledding,” Bertolini said.
At The Reserve in St.

Charles, Meritus Homes is
building a limited number
of semicustom single-family
homes— and 70% are already
sold. The Dunberry is one of
five floor plans, which include
ranch and two-story designs
with 2,491 to 3,716 square feet
of living space, three or four
bedrooms, two to 3½ baths,
and two- or three-car garages.
Current base prices range
from $519,900 to $569,900 for
these customizable homes.
For those with a desire to

move quickly, a newly con-
structed Marquis floor plan
is completed and ready for
immediate delivery. It is
priced at $589,900.
One of the biggest rea-

sons why Robert and Pana
chose the Dunberry plan was
because of its double garages.
On one side of the home is
a side-load, two-car garage
while on the other side is an
additional one-car garage,
perfect for storage.
“With this layout, we can

keep the children’s bicycles,
sports equipment and even
our outdoor tools safely away
from the cars,” Bertolini said.
Inside, the design boasts

a grand foyer flanked by the
dining room and living room,
which the Bertolinis converted
into amore functional space.
“When I was growing up,

the only time anyone used
the living room was for for-
mal entertaining, otherwise
it was off limits,” he said. “We
thought — why have a room
we don’t use? So we added
French doors to create an

office so I can get work done
fromhome. Andwedecorated
it so that it can also serve as a
cozy area to sit down, talk and
unwind, aswell.”
The back of the home is

where everyday living hap-
pens. The open kitchen
adjoins the breakfast area,
which is separated from the
family room by a decora-
tive half wall. Tucked off the
main living space for privacy
is a den and powder room.
Added features on the first
floor include a spacious laun-
dry room and dual staircase
from the foyer and kitchen.
The Tudor-inspired Dunberry
also has a full basement.
Upstairs, one of the bed-

rooms has its own bath and
walk-in closet while the two
additional bedrooms share a
hall bath.Themaster suite has
his-and-hers walk-in closets

plus a deluxe bath of its own.
In fact, the master bath is a
favorite feature for Robert
and Pana, especially because
it offers views that include St.
Charles landmarks.
“Just this morning, my son

came into the room and we
saw the sunrise — it was a
vivid orange. Just incredible,”
Bertolini said.
This was the Bertolinis’ first

time building a new home
but they found the process
enjoyable.
“The only thing we ever

stressed over was, did we
make the right choices for our
selections?” Bertolini joked.
“We picked a gray exterior ele-
vation with a lighter brick, for
example. When we saw the
combination on the house it
turned out to be exactly what
wewanted.”
Overall, the construction

process went smoothly. The
couple never worried about
delays.
Home shoppers who are

looking to build their ownnew
home this spring can see the
stylish designs and feel Mer-
itus Homes’ superior level of
construction firsthand at The
Reserve in St. Charles, where
a decoratedmodel is available
to tour. The model and sales
office are open from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.Monday through Sat-
urday and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday.
To visit the community,

take Route 31 and turn west
onto Reserve Drive, which is
between Red Gate Road and
Silver Glen Road. Proceed to
the model and sales office at
775ReserveDrive.
For more information, call

(224) 634-4054 or visit www.
MeritusHomebuilders.com.

Family-friendly ambience draws family from Chicago
Sponsored by Meritus Homes

P H O T O S C O U R T E S Y O F M E R I T U S H O M E S

The luxury master suite in this Meritus home at The Reserve in St. Charles is a private retreat.

This cozy eating area is just as comfortable for morning coffee
as family meals.


